
930 Custer Avenue West
Helena, MT 59620

TO: Governor's Office, Julie Lapeyre, Room 204, State Capitol, P.O. Box 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0g01
Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Building, Room 106, P.O. Box 201704,Helena, MT 59620
Dept. Environmental Quality, Metcalf Building, p.o. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Office
Wildlife Division

\ eJlf,o4to;qg fIsI1,
twilaryb@,ftrrc

Legal Unit- Jack Lynch
Dennis Flath

December 7, 1998

EnforcementDivision-KarenZackheim FWpCommissioners
MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, P.O. Box 2Ol2O2 Helena, MT 59620-1202
MT State Parks Association, P.O. Box 699, Billings, MT 59103
MT State Library, l5l5 E. Sixth Ave. p.O. Box 201800, Helena, MT 59620
James Jensen, Montana Environmental Information Center, P.O. Box I184, Helena,MT 59624
Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, p.O. Box 595, Helena, MT 59624
George Ochenski, P.O. Box 689, Helena, MT 59624
Broadwater County Commissioners, Courthouse, Tovmsend, MT 59 644
MT Departnent of Livestock, Luella Schultz, Animal Health Division, POB 202001, Helena, MT 59620-2001
Jerry DiMarco, P.O. Box 1571, Bozeman, MT 59771
MT Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box I175, Helena,MT 59624
Wayne Hurst, P.O. Box728, Libby, MT 59923
Glen Hockett,745 Doane Road, Bozeman, MT 59715
Skyline Sportsman's Assoc., Box 173, Butte, MT 59701
Anaconda Sportsman's Club, #2 Cherry, Anacondq MT 5971I
Jefferson Valley Sportsman's Assoc., POB 663, Whitehall, MT 59759
Prickly Pear Sportsman's Assoc., l72l Virginia Dale St., Helena, MT 59601
Senator Duane Grimes, #4 Hole in the Wall Rd, Clancy, MT 59634
Representative Gay Ann Malsolo, 20 Buck Dr., Townsend, MT 59644

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FIVP) has completed its review of the application for relicensing of the Hahn Shooting
Preserve with a 340 acre expansion onto deeded and leased lands adjacent to the ranch.
Based on the findings of the EA that established no significant impacts, an EIS is not required and it is my decision to approve
the permit for the Hahn Shooting Preserve with the expansion.

Thank you for your interest.

MW
MichaelKorn
Helena Area Coordinator
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DECISION NOTICE
HAHN SHOOTING PR.ESERVE EXPANSION

PREPARED BY MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS
DECEMBER 7,, 1998

PROPOSAL
On September 16, 1998, John Hahn on behalf of the Hahn Ranch made written application to
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks for an 340 acre expansion of their existing upland bird shooting
preserve to be located approximately 2 miles south of Townsend, Montana in the Elkhorn
Mountains. The property is located in Broadwater County, and includes the existing 532 acre
shooting preserve on Sections 7,8, 17, T6N, R2E. Additionally the proposed 340 acres across
Highway 287 onthe SW l/4 of the SW 1/4 and the NE 1/4 of the SE l/4 of Section 8, T6N,
R2E and the NW ll4 and the SW l/4 of the SE l/4 of Section 9, T6N, R2E.. The proposal is to
release artificially propagated pheasants, chukar partridges and quail daily prior to the arrival of
hunters. A minimum of 100 pheasants, 100 chukar partridge and 50 Northern Bobwhite (quail)
annually will be stocked. It is proposed to open the additional 340 acres commerciaily during the
regular, FW? commission-established upland bird and pheasant seasons.

MONTAI\IA EI\-WRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (MEPA) PROCESS
The proposal was outlined in an Environmental Assessment (EA) by FWP in compliance the
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). FWP is required to assess the impacts to the
human and natural environment. The EA was available for public comment from October 22
through November 23,1998. A public notice of the application appeared in both the Helena
Independent Record and the Townsend Star newspaper's Legal Notices section.

ISSUES RAISED IN THE EI\"YIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
The Checklist EA listed the issues. No major impacts are known to occur if the permit is issued.

GENERAL SUMMARY O[' PUBLIC COMMENTS
One written comment was received from the State Historic Preservation Office. The SFIPO
indicated that since no disturbance of the ground was proposed to take place in this expansion,
there is la low likelihood of unknown or unrecorded cultural properties being affected.

DECISION
Utilizing the EA and public comment, a decision must be rendered by FWP which addresses the
concerns and issues identified for this proposed shooting preserve.

Based on the findings of the EA that established no significant impacts, an EIS is not required
and it is my decision to approve the permit for the Hahn Shooting Preserve with the expansion.

Michael Korn
Helena Area Coordinator
Helena, MT 59620

December 7, 1998
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Montana Eish, Wildlife and parks
L420 E 6th Ave, PO Box 200701 Helena, MT 59620-0701

(405) 444-2452

EIIVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST
Fur Earm, Game Bird Farm, Zoo/Nlenagerie, Shooting Preserve

PART 1. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

Project Title: Hahn Game Bird Farm

AppJ.ication Datc: December l,]999

Nane, Address and Ptrone Nrrnber: ,John Hahn (Hahn Ranch), 7996 IIwv 287,
Toh,nsend. MT 59544 (4051 256-3717

Project Location: Hahn Ranch in Broadwat,er counEy Ewo miles souEh of
Townsend Montsana on Hwy. 28?. Nw 3,Sw 3 & Nw 3, 9E,L/ , Sec. 8, T5N, R2E.
Currents detsailed map wiEh pen locaEions is aEtsached to applicatrion.

Description of Project: Currently there is an approved 872 acre shooting
preserve on Ehe Hahn Ranch. The applicants proposes Eo also have a game bird
farm to raise birds for the above shooEing preserve. The shootsingr preserve
operatsion proposes Eo stock a minimum of L00 pheasants, 100 chukar partsridgie,
and 50 Nortshern Bobwhitse (quail). The game bird farm porti-on of Ehe operatsion
would purchase chicks for Ehe 3 species and raise tshem Eo releasable age for
Ehe shooting Preserve.

The applicants proposes tso purchase arEificially propagatsed chicks from tswo

licensed hatcheries/game farms within tshe sEaEe of Montsana. Big Sky Game Birds
in Radersburg, MT as a source of quail and Rocky Mountain HaEchery in
llamilton, MT aE a source for Ehe pheasanEs and chukars-

The operation has 4 pens Eo raise and hold birds. Pen #1 is -100=x117=,
designatsed for Chukar Partsridge and is locatsed just. norE,h of Uhe farmst.ead.
The sgructure sides and enEire perimetrer hrere constsrucEed from 4=x8= sgraw
bales (big bales). Walls are 2 bales high (8=) wish a t,hird bale holding down

a 1@ nylon top mesh. Top mesh is supporEed by -15= cenEer poles. See attached
diagram. The gatse is 4=x7= pl1nrood. The botsEom si.le is 2@x4@ wiE,h 1@ buried
chicken wire.

pheasants pens #1, *2, and Ehe quail pen are all connecEed sharing inEerior
wa11s and with similar conseructsion EhroughouE. PheasanE pens *L &' *2 are each

-SO=LL47. They boEh have 6=X8= framed gaEes constsructsed of 2@x4@ covered wit,h
1@ chicken wire. The siles are 2@x4@ rrriEh 1@ buried chicken wire. The quail
pen is 45=x100= witsh a solid ply.rood gaEe. ExEerior of Ehese 3 pens are
composed of L@ chicken wire buried2= in grave). and 5= tall. Post,s are 6=X8@
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and are spaced 12s aParE. The Eop is l= nylon mesh supporE,ed by -15= cenr.er
poles. Dividing walI beE,ween che pheasanE, pens is l@ square plascic mesh.

other groupr or agencies contacted or which may have overrappingr
jurisdiction: A Department of Agricult,ure import, permiE, is required if birds
are shipped from out,-of-st,aEe.

Table l. Potential impact on physical environment.

Comments
(A description of potentially significant, or unknown, impacts and potential alternatives for mitigation must be provided.)

2.1 There is a limited potential for disease transmission form artificially propagated birds to

wild
birds, although the applicant is pr-uchasing only from certified disease free stock. There is a

limited potential for artificially stocked birds breeding with wild birds altering the gene

pool.

3.1 wild Northern Bobwhite Quail are beyond their northern and western ranges and not normally

found in Montana. Chukar partridge habitat does not exist on lands involved with the Hahn

Shooting preserve. However habitat does exist adjacent to the property in the Limestone Hills.

Will the proposed action result in
potential impacs o: Unknown

Potentially
Significant Minor None

Can Be
Mitigated

Comments
Below Or On
Anached
Pases

1. Uniquc, endangered, fragile, or
limited environnental resources

x

2. Tenestrial or aquatic life and/or
habitats

x 2.1

3. Introduction of new species into an
area

x 3.1

4. Veceadon cover. suantitv & qualitv x

5. Water rydiry, quatrtity & distribution
(surface or groundwater)

x

6. Existins water richt or reseryation x

7. Geology & soil quality, stability &
moisture

x

8. Air quality or obiectionable odors x

9. Historical & archaeologicd sites x 9.1

10. Demands on environmental
resources of land. water, air & energy

x

I l. Aesthetics x



Although stocked on other game bird farms within the state there is a very limited potential of!

establishment of viable wild populations and there are unknown impacts if viable wild populations
become established.

9.1 There are no plans for significant ground disturbance associated with this action. [f
historical

or archaeological values exist, they will remain unaffected.



Table 2. Potential impacts on human environment.

Will thc proposed action result
ur potential impacts to: Unknown

Potentially
Significant Minor None

Can Bc
Mitigated

Comments Below Or
Ort
Attached
Pages

l. Social structures and cultural
diversitv

x

2. Ctranges in existing public
benefits provrdd by wildlife
moulations and/or habitat

x

3. Local and state tax base and
tax ret/Enue

x

4. Arricultural godr.rctiqr x

5. Human health x

6. Quantity & distribtrtion of
communiw & personal income

x 5.1

7. Acc€ss to & quafity of
recreatimal activities

x

8. Locally adqt"d
envirmmeotal plaos & goals
(mdinances)

x

9. Distributim & densitY of
oooulatioo ud housinc

x

10. De,mands for governmelrt
services

x l0.l

I l. Industrial and/o,r
commercial activity

x

COmmentS (A description of potentially significsrt, or unknown, impacts and potential altematives for mitigation must be provided as

cornments.)

6.1 purchase of feed and construction materials will generate some profits to area businesses.

10.1 Both the game bird farm and the shooting preserve application process€s require an EA

and review by FWP employees and contract personnel. Initid and periodic follow-up

inspections will be requird for ga6e farms by an FWP game warden'
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Doer the propored ectlon involve potentlrl rlrkr or sdvcne effcctr whlch re uncettaln but
extrcmely harmful if they were to occur? NO

Does thc propored ectlon hrve impec{r that rre lndividually mlnorr 6r.l ss6rtlttvery
slgrificant or potenttats significrnt? NO

Description rnd rnrlyrir of rerronrblo rlteruatives (lncludtrg the no ectlou alternative) to
the propoccd rction when altenrrtlvec arc reasonrbly avrllrble and pnrdent to conrider.
Include r dircursion of how the rlternrtives would be implemented:
Land rse would rcmain the same. There would be no danger of diseases or gene pool alteration
from introduced birds. No additional profits would be gcnerated and no additional demands
would be plaoed on state goverotuent,

Lirt propoccd mitigrtivc mersurer (rtipulrtionr) for llccnsc: NOlttE

IndMduele or groupr contributing to, or conmonting ou, thic EA: NOIttE

EA prcparod by: GENE,B. HICKMAN

P.1

^ Date Completed:

PART 3. pECISIION

Recomucndation end Juetlllcatlon conceming preperatlon of EIS: No EIS required.

Deserlbe public involvement,lf any: None

DECISION NOTICE
AII of the pertinent or potential impaots of the project have been reviewpd, discussod, and

analyzed. Due to minor nafiu€ and insignificant sffects of the prcposed action, this will b€
considered the final vercion of the gnyil6nmental assessment. It is my dccision to approve the

Garnc Bid Farm as proposed.

Rocommendstion for llcengo rpprovel:
'r7

December 30. 1998

Manager Drtc

l-l?
Captrin



IIAIIN GAI.{E BIRD FARM Chukar Pen

100 ,

Pict-r:u.re I 2

Sides and entire perimeter
ralIs are coqposed of "big
balegrr ({'x8t) of strar. Walls
are tro bales high (8') rittr a
third bal.e hoJ.ding down top
mesh. Top mesh is 1" nylon
rittr 15' center trroles.

Gate is 4tx7 I pJ.yrood.
Bottom siJ.e of gate is
2tt2r4tt rittr 1" buried
ctridcen rire.

Pictuze i7

Gate
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Geta ic 6'x8,1 frtmod
2"x4" covere,d vi&, 7"
chictca virc. Si-l.c i.s
2ux4u ritb 7" buric,d
cbictea rirc

Pheasant Pen #1

Extcrior sid.r of all
pent 1rr ctridccn rin
btrried 2' in grnvcl .
Poctr aro 6rx 8r
qnccd 12' aput. Iop
ir 1" nylon rrh
arlrportod on 15 I

cantcr poler.

Qnrail Pen

@,te is plytood

Pheasant Pen *2

EAEN GAI.'E BIRD
FARM

Ccntcr dividcr-
bctrcen lrns t1 e *2
ig 1" cguare plastic
rsh.

@,b is 6'*8',
frtled, 2"x4' covored
rlitr 7" cbiclcoa
vin. Silo is 2'x4'
r:it,! 7" btrai.d
cbickaa rire

{5' Pictu:,re 11

Picture {3


